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test, rather than that the whole shipment
should be subjected to an inspection.
He thought it would involve considerable
hardship and inconvenience if kerosene,
which had been passed, could not be kept
in larger quantities than 10bs. He
thought the bill must bave been intended
to apply to more dangerous explosives,
such as dynamite; nor did he think that
the granting of a license would remove
the inconvenience which householders
would feel in town and country.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RATL.
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) pointed out
that according to the interpretation clause
kerosene would only be regarded as an
explosive when it gave off an inflammable
vapour at a temperature of less than 100°
of Fahrenheit's thermometer. If it did
that it would no longer be regarded as
kerosene, such as that ordinarily used for
domestic purposes, but a dangerous ex-
plosive,

M=z. STEERE thought it would have
been better if the clause dealing with
kerosene had been put into a separate
Act, but he still considered it absolutely
necessary that all kerosene introduced
into the colony shounld be tested before
landing. A case recently occurred in
Brigbane, where a shipment of 20,000
cagses was condemned by the Queensland
authorities, although to all outward ap-
pearances the shipment was a good one.
It was accompanied with a certificate
from the United States officials, testifying
to its being good sound kerosene, but
when it was submitted to a test it was
found to be inferior, and highly danger-
ous stuff. Under our present law, there
was nothing to prevent that shipment of
oll being landed in this colony, after
its being condemned by the Queensland
Government as unfit to be landed.

Me. MARMION said that the bulk of
the kerosene introduced into this colony
would not come under the definition of
' petroleum,” as defined in the interpre-
tation clause, and therefore it could not
be regarded as a dangerous explosive.

Me. RANDELL said it was bound to
be treated as petroleum until it was
tested, and proved to be kerosene.

Tae ATFTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) asked whether it was
the opinion of the committee that any
mineral oil brought into the colony which
would not pass the standard test should

be confiscated? They might have an
h%nest., bond fide shipment of inflammable
oil.

Mr. CROWTHER thought the test
ouiht. to be made compulzory at the port
of landing. Such a test would not only
protect the publie, but aleo the importer.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A, P. Hensman) said, having now further
elicited the views of the commitiee on the
subject, he would suggest that progress
be agnin reported, so that he might en-
deavor to frame an amendment which
would meet with the approval of the
committee. In the meantime he thought
he might move to strike out the words
* Inzpector of weights and measures,”
at the begining of the clause, and insert
the words * officer duly appointed by the
(Governor for that purpose.”” He did not
know that an inspector of weights and
measures need necessarily be an officer
capable of applying a test to mineral oils,
and there might not be an inspector of
weights and measures at every port where
mineral oila were landed.

Progress was then reported, and leave
given to sit again,

The House adjourned at a quarter past
ten o’clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Tuesday, 11th Angust, 1885.

Bir John Coode’s ingtrnetions—Destruction of Rabbita
Amendment Bill: first reading—T.aw nnd Parlin-
mentary Library Amendment Bill : firat reading—
Extro Bidings and Station Buildings at York,
Cluekline, and Spencer’'s Brook—Bush Fires Bill:
further considered in committea— Northern District
Specin] Revenue Bill—Adjonrnment.

Tee SPEAKER took the
noon,

Chair at

PravERS.

SIR JOHN COODE’S INSTRUCTIONS.

Mr. BROWN, iraccordance with notice,
asked the Colonial Seeretary whether the
arrangements made by the Government
with Sir John Coode, to advise as to the
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best means of providing at or near Fre.
mantle a harbor suitable for the chief port

of Western Australia, embraced the con- |-

sideration by him of Jervoize Bay, Cock-
burn Sound, and Rocky Bay, in addition
to that portion of the Fremantle harbor
immediately contiguous to the town ; the
examination of which latter locality alone
seemed to be contemplated by the terms of
the agreement with that gentleman which
had been laid upon the table of the House.

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser), replying a few days after-
wards, stated that Sir John Coode’s repart
would deal generally with the whole sub-
ject of harbor accommeodation in connec-
tion with Fremantle, including among
other points those referred to in the ques-
tion of the hon. member.

LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY
AMENDMENT (REPEAL) BILL.

Mr. STEERE introduced and moved
the first reading of a bLill to repeal the
Law and Parliamentary Library Amend.
ment Act, 1881, and to make other pro-
vistons in lieu thereof.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

DFSTRUCTION OF RABBITS AMEND.
'MENT BILL.

Me. STEERE introduced and moved
the first reading of a bill to amend “The
Destruction of Rabbits Act, 1883."

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

EXTRA SIDINGS AND STATION BUILD-
INGE, YORE, CLACKLINE, AND
SPENCER’S BROOK.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. J. A, Wright), in accord-
ance with notice, moved, That a sum of
£1,482—being the estimated cost of the
extra sidings and station buildings re-
quired at York, Clackline, and Spencer’s
Brook, consequent upon the extension of
the Eastern Railway to Beverley and
from Spencer’s Brook northwards—be a
charge against the sum of .£180,000,
provided for the said railways in the
Schedule to “The Loan Aect, 1884.”
The hon. gentleman said he was obliged
to do this, in order to avoid delay in the
construction of these works, pending the
question of the erection of the works in-

cluded in the Loan Schedule being
settled.

The motion was agreed to, without
opposition.

BUSH FIRES BILL.

The House went into committee for
the further consideration of this hill.

The new clause moved by Mr. WrirrE-
¥oom on August 4 (to stand as claunse
7) was by leave withdrawn.

Tae ATTOENEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) said that since the com-
mittee had met before, he had prepaved
a new clause in accordance with the
opinions expressed by the commitiee on
that occasion. It would be in the recol-
lection of the committee that several
points were then considered; first, as to
whether the clause should apply to the
whole colony, or whether different pro-
visions should be made for different
parts of the colony, and the majority of
the committee agreed that it should apply
to the whole colony. The second point
was, whether the notice to be given should
state that the bush would be set fire to on
one particular day to be apecified, or
upon one out of several days between cer-
tain fized dates, and it was agreed that
the dates should be changeable. The
third point was that the notice should be
in wnting, and that there should be a
provision made defining what should
constitute a due service of the notice.
He thought it would be impossible to
make one clause apply with equal effect
to all parts of the colony, and all they
could do was to give such a margin of
time as would substantially meet the
requirements of the various districts of
the colony. He therefore begged to
move the following new clanse, o stand
as clause 7 :—** Every person who shall
“wilfully or negligently set fire to the
“bush within any district or part of the
““¢olony during the prohibited times for
“ that district or part shall be liable, on
“conviction thereof before any two or
“more Justices of the Peace, to a penalty
“not exceeding Fifty pounds. Provided
“that any lawful occupier of land may
“ sot fire to the bush on the land in his oc-
“ cupation if he shall have previously given
“to all the oceupiers of the lands next
“ adjacent to his said land, not less than
“geven days before he shall set fire to the
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“bush as aforesaid, notice in writing
‘ that he intends to set fire to the bush
“on the land in his occupation on some
“day between the seventh day and the
“twenty-first day after giving the said
“npotice as aforesaid; and if he shall!
“also take all such precantions as shall
‘ prevent the fire from extending to any
“of the lands adjacent, or from damag-.
“ing the crops, grass, trees, houses or.
“buildings on any of the lands ad-
“ jacent.”

Me. BROWN said when the draft of
this new clanse was shown to him he
expressed his warm approval of it, and |
he thought it would have answered thel
purpose. But it had struck him since
that a fire might go out, perbaps at night,
and that it would be necessary to set fire
to the bush again. The clause as now
worded only provided for setting fire to
the bush on some particular day between
the dates given in the notiee, and, if the
fire went out, it was doubtful whether it
could be set going again without another
notice. He thought the difficulty might
be met by inserting the words “ or days™
between the words “day’’ and “between”
in the 18th line.

Tez ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) said be had no objection
to the proposed amendment, though he

thought it was scarcely necessary. The|-

date referred to in the notice would be
the date when the bush was originally
get on fire, but there was nothing to pre-
vent a man renewing the fire if it went
out within the time mentioned in the
notice.

Mr. VENN said that so far as the
South was concerned it would be no use
giving notice at all, unless some specified
day for doing so was fixed.

Mr. MARMION said a man’s neigh-
bors might fancy, if a fire went out, that
the burning was over, and they would
not be on the alert for its being rekindled.

Mgr. WITTENOOM said there was|
nothing in the clause preventing the
Southern people to mention a specific
day in the notice, if they liked. There,
would be no great difficulty in doing so,
in the Southern districts, but it was |
quite a different thing at the North. |

Mzr. STEERE proposed that the word T
“ twenty-firat,” in the 19th line, be struck |
out, and the word *' tenth ' inserted in lieun T
of it. If a man was allowed to burn on,

any day he liked within a fortnight,
they might, as well have no Act at all.

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) suggested, as a com.
promise, that the word * fourteenth > be
inserted in lieu of “ twenty-first,” which
would limit the time for burning to a
week.

This was agreed to, and the clanse as
amended put and passed.

Preamble and title agreed to, and bill
reported.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) moved that the bill be
recommitted, with a view to amend the
4th clause.

Agreed to.

Taeg ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) moved that the follow-
ing words be added to the clause,
defining the person upon whom the
required notice might be served: “* Ocen-
“«pier of land' sball include any person
“ residing on the land and having charge
“or control thereof, whether such person
‘“ghall be the owner or tenamt, or a
“hailiff, servant, caretaker, or other
“ person residing and having charge or
“ control aa aforesaid.”

This was agreed to, without comment,
and the bill again reported.

NORTHERN DISTRICTS SPECIAL
REVENTUE BILL.
This bill passed through committee
aub silentio. ‘

The House adjourned at three o'clock,
pm.



